This study is based on the contention that rich descriptions of the behaviour of the children during the process of creating an art piece, as perceived by teachers and
mothers of the children, will provide a better understanding of the influence of creative arts on the development and expression of critical thinking. Developing critical thinking dispositions in young people affords them the skills to make thoughtful choices.
This qualitative naturalistic, interpretive study sought to investigate the impact of children"s participation in a creative arts project on the development of critical thinking dispositions. The project was part of a major annual community event, during the first school term of 2010. Data on mothers" and teachers" perceptions were collected using focus groups and individual interviews, in addition to children"s letters, video footage and photographs of the activities.
The themes identified related to environmental factors influencing children"s creativity, the processes used to mobilise children"s creativity, the growth of the children through the experience of creative arts, the children"s development of confidence and the effects on the children having contributed to community event.
iv The finding of this study revealed creative arts participation was able to excite children"s imagination and mobilise creativity leading to an increased awareness of self and others, including the environment around them. Through the creative process children developed confidence and displayed visible indicators of problem solving and perseverance. Importantly they also demonstrated the development of skills for collaborative engagement, which is so vital in building individual, social and community capacity. In addition, this study identified the need for children to be exposed to creative environments in order to develop creativity and self-expression.
These findings have important implications for the development of future education curriculum in addition to the development of community generated activities. My recognition also goes to Carolyn Marks, the Mandurah Stretch Festival coordinator for providing the vehicle for this study and to the participants for sharing their reflections and perceptions to provide such rich thought provoking data. Table 1a First twelve abilities of the ideal critical thinker…..…………. 53 Table 1b Last four abilities of the ideal critical thinker………………… 54 Table 2 Coding scheme for the participants…………………………… 84 Table 3 Themes and sub-themes generated for teachers" and mothers"
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